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SCHOOL ENTRY HEALTH ASSESSMENTS 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.02 am]: In late 2017, the Child and Adolescent Health 
Service commissioned a review of school-aged health services in collaboration with the WA Country Health 
Service, aimed at ensuring the resources invested in school health services continue to be used in the most effective 
and efficient way. In the metropolitan area, school health nurses delivered a total of 37 385 school entry health 
assessments during 2018, an increase of 2 153 compared with 2017. Of the 25 571 children enrolled in 
kindergarten in the metropolitan area during 2018, 96 per cent completed a SEHA. The kindergarten SEHA 
completion rate has consistently exceeded the target completion rate of 90 per cent, which was established in 2014 
under the school health initiative. Children who do not attend school in kindergarten, or who are not able to be 
assessed during their kindergarten year, are offered a SEHA during pre-primary. In addition to the universal SEHA, 
some children require a recheck or, where there is an identified concern regarding the child’s development, 
a targeted assessment. In 2018, 6 826 children of kindergarten age or older required a recheck and 3 117 children 
received a targeted assessment. From 2018, measurement of height and weight and calculation of body mass 
index was introduced as a universal component of the SEHA. Of the 23 941 children completing a height and 
weight measurement, 75 per cent were within a healthy weight range, three per cent had a BMI percentile in the 
underweight category and 22 per cent had a BMI above a healthy weight range. 

In August 2018, the report titled “School-aged Health Service Review” made 32 recommendations related to key 
aspects of the service delivery model, the role of community nurses working with school-aged children and young 
people, and workforce utilisation and supports. Planning for the implementation of recommendations commenced 
in late 2018, with a number of key reforms expected to be in place for the commencement of the 2020 school year. 
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